A new pathway of acrolein metabolism in rats.
The excretion of metabolites of acrolein in rat urine after single oral administration of 10 mg/kg was investigated. S-Carboxyethylmercapturic acid (S-carboxyethyl-N-acetyl-cysteine), or S-(propionic acid methyl ester)mercapturic acid, was found as the major metabolite. An unidentified metabolite was found in expired air. Acrylic acid and methyl acrylate are suggested as intermediates in the metabolism of acrolein.